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Prepared by P e t e r  L. Haaker 
Vessel : 
Dates: 
Loca l i t y  : 
Purpose : 
Resu l t s  : 
R/V KELP BASS 
A p r i l  3-7, 1972 
Abalone Cove a t  Pa los  Verdes Peninsula  and Isthmus Harbor, 
Santa Ca ta l ina  I s l and .  
To c o l l e c t  k e l p  p l a n t s  from Santa C a t a l i n a  I s l a n d  f o r  
t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  i n  Abalone Cove. 
Pre l iminary  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Abalone Cove t r a n s p l a n t  
s i t e  was d iscouraging .  The s i t e  had n o t  been v i s i t e d  
by t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  over  a  month due t o  a sho r t age  of 
personnel .  A l l  p l a n t s  were heav i ly  grazed by f i s h  and ve ry  
l i t t l e  canopy was p re sen t .  Most p l a n t s  were e x h i b i t i n g  
h a p t e r a l  growth, w i th  many p l a n t s  having a t t a c h e d  themselves 
t o  t h e  s u b s t r a t e .  
Three t r i p s  were made btween Isthmus Harbor and Abalone Cove 
wi th  41, 61, and 50 Macrocyst is  p l a n t s .  The p l a n t s  were 
a t t ached  t o  t h e  bottom i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of e a r l i e r  t r a n s p l a n t s .  
It is hoped t h a t  l a r g e  numbers of c l o s e l y  packed p l a n t s  
- w i l l  provide b e t t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  from g r a z e r s  and a l low new 
s t i p e s  t o  develop. There a r e  some i n d i c a t i o n s  from p a s t  
t r a n s p l a n t s  t h a t  t h i s  method reduces graz ing  p r e s s u r e s .  
Areas ad j acen t  t o  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t  a r e a  now a r e  covered wi th  
dense s t a n d s  of 3 t o  8 f o o t  h igh  Cys tose i r a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
some Egregia p l a n t s .  F i sh  numbers i n  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t  a r e a  
appear t o  be inc reas ing ,  w i t h  t h e  numbers of smal l  sand 
aid ke lp  bas s  showing i a r g e s t  i nc reases .  A l a r g e  a d u l t  
male sheephead, Pimelometopon pulchrum was seen  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  s tudy a r e a .  
Personnel:  Marco Mazarovich, Vessel  Captain 
P e t e  Haaker, B io log i s t  
Me1 Odemar, B io log i s t  (Apr i l  3 and 4 )  
Dan Odenweller, B io log i s t  (Apr i l  5 ,  6 ,  and 7 )  
Brad Myers, Seasonal Aid 
